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PHILADELPH!A ARCHDIOCESAN -
CHOIR and CATHEDRAL-BASILI-
CA CHOIR, Peter La Manna and
Rosemary Hudecheck, conductors;
Robert Russell, organist. At Cathe-
dral-Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul,
18th and the Parkway.

By TOM DI NARDO
Special to The Bulletin
¢

| Yesterday’s concert marked the de-
\buf, of the 200-voice Philadelphia Ar.
. chdiogesan Choir, formally organized
lonly last winter; the cathedral was
packed, demonstrating reassuring
support. In an unusual program; the
cheir, together with the cathedral’s
regular chorus, proved quite accom-
plished, filling the basilica with waves
of full and resonant blended sound.
 Verses from Isaiah formed the
Luaccompa_med words to Randall
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Thompson’ s ““The - Peaceabie
Kingdom,” written in 1936 for his Har-
vard-Radcliffe choruses and just be:
fore his dirvectorship at Curtis. The
title is based on the famous painting
by the Quaker preacher and American
primitive Edward Hicks, a rendering
of other Isaiah texts with animals con-

templﬁting thd viewef whiite P
the Indians are involved wm th

celestial ﬂom Thc cantf;l :
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dechuck led the 50-voice Basilica
Choir in six pieces; more clarity was
evident and balance more discernible
due to the scaled-down size. Brief
works by Aichinger, Handl, Viadana
(a fluid work, with tenor lines rising
majestically), and Byrd (an under-
gtated, heavenly wisp, Ave Verum),
¢ame from the early baroque. The
¢hoir was excellent in these, as well as
the Messaien ‘O Sacrum Convivium,”
in which unexpected, tender open
chords ripen in ravishing chromatic
harmony, and Woolan’s “Ingred-
iente;” full of complex chords accent-
ed without stridency.




